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Jeff

These comments are in response to the Libby Asbestos SAP dated April 8
2002

Overall the SAP 1s clear except for the methods of analyzing asbescos On
page 5-15 under Analytical Methods the SAP states SEM or IR methods will
be used to analyze samples More discussion should focus on the
quantitative and qualitative natures of these methods Since the site will
eventually require action levels our ability to quantify the LAA in a sample
1S 1mportant SEM with energy dispersive X-ray spectroscopy 1s well suited
for i1dentifying LAA however 1t 1s unclear how 1t can be used to come up
with a percent by mass result Please provide more insight into which
methods will be used and for what purposes Please indicate how we will
quantify our results Basically DEQ 1s concerned that these methods may be
too subjective and this may be trouble for us down the road

Perhaps the calibration schedule for the instruments (once a month) could be
more frequent Calibrations could be run before each batch of samples
More frequent calibration should help eliminate systematic errors

5 415 Step 5 Develop a Decision Rule last sentence of this section page
5-1 a values should be at values
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